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Abstract

Theses constitute a great deal of research at universities and a large number of
scientific papers originate from these theses and dissertations. Ease of access to these
important sources and utilizing them is of great value for researchers and sometimes
for industrialists. What is important in this regard is the legal procedures and
regulations governing the use of these sources. In order to develop a suitable model,
we examined thesis access regulations based on two criteria: first, access to thesis
and second, rights of the related real and juridical persons. A number of universities
and centers inside and out of Iran were visited or corresponded with in order to
gather the required information for this paper. The survey of the selected universities
showed that access to bibliographic information and abstract of the theses is provided
free of charge for the members. Also university members are able to obtain print
versions. Tarbiat Modares University however is an exception; in this university
access is granted only to the electronic version of the thesis. In contrast to
universities out of Iran, it is not possible for the members of Iranian universities to

purchase or borrow a copy of a thesis. The same applies to libraries.

Regulations were examined in terms of the rights of the real and juridical persons
namely professors, student, university, and participant centers. The survey showed
that in foreign universities the dissemination of the thesis information requires the
permission of the student. In other words the student is the main owner of the thesis.
While in Iran the university is the owner of the thesis after it is presented.

Finally, a model was presented to be implemented in the Iranian Research Institute
for Information Science and Technology (IRANDOC) which will facilitate and
accelerate access to information. According to this model such information as
bibliography and abstract are free of charge but access to the full text of the thesis
entails a subscription fee.

Key Words: dissertations, theses, regulations, access guidelines, theses intellectual
Property.
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