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2, Information Channesl
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2. Information Behavior

3. Information Seeking Behavior
4. Information Searching Behavior
5.Information Use Behavior
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2. discovering patterns
3 filling gaps
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4. Tuominen & Savolainen
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Abstract

In the future, professionals in our country will utilize various paths in order to access
scientific information, many of which are official. But due to some problems in
accessing the required information through official channels, they should also make
use of unofficial channels. This study aims at identifying alternative methods to
access scientific information by Iranian experts and their reason for selecting those
methods. In this regard, first several experts from different fields were interviewed in
a semi-structured way and by doing this informal channels for access to information
were identified. In the next phase, a questionnaire(consisting of 13 unofficial types
of channel for access to information and 10 items as reasons for choosing these
channels ) was designed using this information which was sent to 1500 faculty
members from various universities. 89 of them responded. The questionnaire's
validity was calculated using Cronbach's alpha coefficient and resulted in 0/861.
Results showed that most respondents use informal methods to access Latin books
(average 9 /29), Latin papers (mean, 9 /16) and the lowest use of informal methods,
the use of Pass Word of foreign universities ( average 4 /95), using Pass Word of
others (mean 4 /99), and purchasing files (Downloaded) unauthorized (mean 5 / 06)
mentioned. The relation between the respondent's motivation and their use of
unofficial channels was calculated using parametric Pearson test. The result of the
test is positive indicating the higher the motivation of the respondents, the higher
their use of informal channels.

Key Words: access to information, information informal channels.
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