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Iranian Information & Documentation Center (IRANDOC) intends to establish
Iranian National Archive of Theses and Dissertations. In order to do a more efficient
planning, we decided to study archives in other countries so that we can employ their
useful experience. I'd really appreciate it if you could help us in this endeavor by
filling out this questionnaire. If you are interested in the findings of this study, you
can insert your email address below and we will send them to you.

Email Address: khosravi@irandoc.ac.ir
Thank you very much in advance.
Maryam Khosravi

Faculty of Iranian Research institute for information science and Technology

Physical Archive

(i.e. a place for preservation and conservation of theses hard copies)
Acquisition:
- From where do you receive theses and dissertations hard copies?

Students! | Universities! Both(] etc. specify ------m-mmmmmmm-

- What kind of relation is there between you and the document-creating person or
organization?

Agreement![ | National Regulations (such as deposit rules)[

Public Announcement!| Voluntary ! Mandatory! etc. specify ----------

- How do you receive the theses?

Physically (hard copy) [1  Digitally! Both[] etc. [] specify -----------

- When do you receive the theses?
Less than 1 month after theses examination [ Less than 6 months[]

6-12 months [ More than 12
months[]



- Do you assure document accuracy?
Yesl] Nol

If yes, how?  Contact to author(! Contact to provider!(] etc. specify ------

- Do you recommend any special formats or methods for theses preparation before
their deposit?

Yes!| Nol|
- Do you pay for the acquisition of hard copies?
Yesl] Nol

Organization

- Do the received documents contain any metadata? (i.e. Are the presenters required
to provide complete or partial descriptions of their theses?)

Yesl! Nol

- Is the received information controlled and processed?

Yesl! Nol

- What kinds of keywords do you use for subject analysis?

Author keywords[]  Controlled keywords!] Both[] None!]
- If using controlled keywords, what kinds of indexing do you use?

Thesaurus | Free Indexing/] Auto Index[] Catchword index [
etc. specify the method---------------- )



Dissemination

- Do you have special regulations for providing theses to users?
Yesl! Noll
- To whom do you provide the theses?

BA users| | MS & PhDI[ Faculty!] etc. specify the users -----

- Is there a restriction on the number of pages available to users?
Yesl] Noll

- Is there a restriction on full text access to theses?

Yesl] Nol

If yes, in case of users' request, do you provide full text CD/...?
Yesl] Noll

- Do you provide any theses requested by users without considering some issues such
as document confidentiality and ....?

Yesl] Noll
- Do you permit users to take photos or do scans?
Yesl] Nol!
-Do you permit users to take notes?
Yesl] Noll
-Do you permit users to take notes of the theses that couldn't be copied?
Yesl] Nol
-Do you lend theses to be taken out of your center?
Yesl! Nol
If yes, to whom? All users!(] Special users[’

- Is there a time delay for provision of the full text version of the theses due to
confidentiality or other restrictions?



Yesl| Nol|

If yes, how long? 0- 6 months!! 6-12 months| |
- Do you charge users to provide theses?

Yesl] Nol

Please specify the charge ---------------- _

Physical Management

More than 1 year![ |

- What damages may be done to theses?

Physical deterioration [ Environmental problems!

Microorganism-related problems!
Are the hard copies preserved under special conditions?

Yes![! Nol!

Chemical problems[

- Which library standards do you use for theses preservation and conservation?

Please specify---------------- .

How are the theses hard copies preserved?
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Intellectual Property Rights

- Who possesses the intellectual property rights of theses?
Student ! University (] Both[]
- Are you authorized to sell or publish theses?
Yesl] Noll
- Do you allocate portion of sales income for real or legal owners?
Yesl] Noll
If yes, what percentage? 5% to 10%!] 11% to 15%!]
- Do you apply copyright act?
Yesl! Nol!
- Is your sales under special regulations?

Yesl] Nol!

If yes, what regulations? Copyright act[] Indigenous author rights[’

Agreement! |

More!]
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Iranian Information & Documentation Center (IRANDOC) intends to establish
Iranian National Archive of Theses and Dissertations. In order to do a more efficient
planning, we decided to study archives in other countries so that we can employ their
useful experience. I'd really appreciate it if you could help us in this endeavor by
filling out this questionnaire. If you are interested in the findings of this study, you
can insert your email address below and we will send them to you.

Email Address: khosravi@irandoc.ac.ir
Thank you very much in advance.
Maryam Khosravi

Faculty of Iranian Research institute for information science and Technology

Digital Archive
Acquisition

- From where do you receive digital copies of the theses and dissertations?

Student University ] Both[! etc. specify ---------

- What kind of relation is there between you and the document-creating person or
organization?

Agreement! | National Regulations (such as deposit rules)!|

Public Announcement!] Voluntary[]  Mandatory![’ etc. specify -----------

- How do you receive theses digital files?

CDU Online download ! Email Offlinel etc. specify ---

- Do you pay for the acquisition of hard copies?
Yesl! NolJ
Are there specific requirements such as format or size, for the digital theses?

Yesl] Nol!



Organization

- Do the received documents contain any metadata? (i.e. Are the presenters required
to provide complete or partial descriptions of the theses?)

Yesl] Nol
- Is the received information controlled and processed?
Yesl] Nol

- Do you perform structural processing on electronic documents (such as change
formats)?

Yesl] Noll

- Do you perform subject-matter processing on electronic documents?
Yes!l] Noll

- Do you use special metadata standards?

Yesl| Nol|

If yes, please specity ---------------- .

- What kinds of keywords do you use for subject analysis?

Author keywords!  Controlled keywords!| Both[’ Nonell
- If using controlled keywords, what kinds of indexing do you use?

Thesaurus!| Free Indexing'] Auto Index[ Catchword index !
etc. specify the method---------------- )
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Dissemination

- Do you have special regulations for providing digital copies of theses to users?
Yesl] Noll

- Are dissemination regulations available on your website?

Yes!| Nol!

- To whom do you provide the theses?

BA users/ | MS & PhDI[ Faculty!] etc. specify the user ----

- Is there a level restriction?

Yesl! NolJ
If yes, what restriction? Number of pages! Abstract! |
Titles! Bibliographical information![

- Is there a time restriction after theses examination to be available for users?

Yesl] Nol!
If yes, how long?  0- 6 months[] 6-12 months[
Morel!

- Can users download them?
Yesl] Nol

Do you provide users with tutorial materials?

Yesl] Nol!
If yes, what kind? Audio file[ Video filel Text filel
Podcast!

etc. please specify ---------------- .
- In case of problems, how can users contact you?

Telephonel | Emaill In personl | etc. please specify ----
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- Do you charge users to provide theses?
Yesl] Noll
If yes, what is the payment method?
Electronic payment! Subscription[ ! Case-by-case payment!
Database! |
Please specify the charge ---------------- .

Storage & Retrieval

- What models do you use for theses storage & retrieval?

Metadata storage & relation to data repositories!

Sporadic storage & integrated searchl | etc. please specify ---------------- .

What format do you use for theses storage?

Access! | MP31] ARC infol PDFT]
Excell Codel ARC-IAT] WARCI

- Which standard do you use for the storage & transfer of complete metadata?

RDF[] 739.500] Iso Marc! etc. please specify ----

- What bibliographical outputs do you provide?

Excell] EndNotel] PDF[] Word[
Bibtext[]

Physical Management

- What damages may be done to theses?

File deletion [ File distortion[’| File corruption(] etc. please specify --

- Which library standards do you use for theses preservation and conservation?
Please specify---------------- ,

How are the theses files preserved?

Backup!| etc. please specify ---------------- )



Intellectual Property Rights

- Who possesses the intellectual property rights of theses?
Student’ University![] Both[
- Are you authorized to sell or publish theses?
Yesl] Nol
- Do you allocate portion of sales income for real or legal owners?
Yesl] Noll

If yes, what percentage? 5% to 10% 11% to 15%!
- Do you apply copyright act?

Yes!| Nol
- Is your sales under special regulations?

Yesl] Nol!

If Yes, what regulations? Copyright act! Indigenous author rights[’

Agreement! |

More!]
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Abstract

Electronic theses and dissertations repositories lead to collections of graduates theses
of the country in a single place. Existence of this center facilitates access to theses.
Iran also needs such integrated national archive theses center. Main object oh this
study to investigate about nation and area-Archive including paper and digital
archive in the world for defining desired characteristics of such archives. For this, a
list of desired characteristics prepared and sent to the experts. The list included five
sections: Acquistion, Organization, Dissemination, Adminstration, Intellectual
property. Then by using this list two Questinairies (Physical & Digitalized) designed.
The answers to this Questinairies defined five fields: information flow, information
service, rights aspects, data preservation, and data storage. Finally from 20
Questinairies sent, 13 Questinairies for physical archive and 5 Questinairies for
digital archive complicated and returned. Base of desired characteristics of Physical
& Digitalized national archives was frequency extracted of answers. According to
findings this study, based on protocol and agreement: the universities shall deliver
theses and dissertations to repositories. Students shall submit and deliver the theses
according to standard format defined for the whole country. Then university also
shall check and deliver in to the repository. Also for users shall be define by a
protocol as well. Intellectual property of the theses shall be exclusively for the
universities.

Key Words: theses archives, repository, nation archive, theses archive characterisric.
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