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Abstract

Information literacy education has been highly regarded in the world and
in Iran due to its tremendous effect on increased use of information and this
way on upgrading the social, economic, and cultural development. Despite
the considerable influence of ICT in Iran and its widespread use by the
public, different people and institutions have addressed to information
literacy training and have taken some due measures. Yet, these efforts lack
a coherent and studied policy and thus cause loss of human and inhumane
resources. In this regard, focusing on higher education students will spread
information literacy skills among other layers of the society. Moreover,
through integration of information literacy skills with educational, research,
and professional functions of the graduates, effective achievement in
realization of goals macro social development objectives - as recommended
in National Development documents — will be attained.

The present report provides an information literacy developing model for
the Ministry of Science, Research and Technology. The presented model —
based on UNESCO-and-IFLA recommendations on curriculum-planning
and information literacy skills — has taken into account the current status of
information literacy education in Iran, the potential of the Iranian academic
community involved in learning and teaching information literacy, ICTs
influence, and potential of the involved organizations. The model is based
on three aspects - developing rules and regulations, producing content, and
communication among the involved activists. In each of these respects,
while considering some noticeable points, the most important actions to be
taken are mentioned.

The first step in accessing to knowledge (featured by being localized) is
attaining the ability to get a clear diagnosis of the due problem and the
information need, and utilization of information to produce new knowledge;
So by realization of information literacy skills along with equipping the
learners with critical thinking skills, it is expected that many of the
projected national objectives in cultural, social, economic and scientific
areas are made accessible.
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